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$11-MILLION GRANT COUNTY WATER 
RESTORATION PLAN NEAR COMPLETION
CoMpeNsATIoN FoR MINe-ReLATeD DAMAGes

by Richard Mahler, Newsletter Editor

 New Mexico’s Office of the Natural Resources 
Trustee (ONRT) is expected to issue during January its long-
awaited Final Restoration Plan in response to groundwa-
ter damage that occurred at Grant County’s Chino, Cobre, 
and Tyrone mines. Implemented projects are intended to 
restore, replace, or acquire the equivalent of groundwater 
resources injured by prior release of hazardous substances 
from these Freeport-McMoRan (FMI) operations. The action 
follows a $13-million settlement last December of a claim 
filed against FMI by the ONRT. At the time, then-governor 
Bill Richardson hailed the agreement “as a model for set-
tling natural resource damage liabilities” in New Mexico.
 Release of the Final Restoration Plan follows an 
extended information-gathering phase overseen by the 
ONRT in which GRIP and other organizations participated. 
An open meeting to discuss project options was convened 
by the ONRT on October 4 in Silver City, with local partici-
pants contributing to the evaluation process. Pleased with 
the settlement, GRIP has sought to ensure that Grant Coun-
ty residents are fully compensated for past contamination 
and that projects will be funded in areas where damage 
was done. 
 “The public comment period for the Draft Restora-
tion Plan was originally scheduled to end on November 3,” 
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Rose sIeRRA oF The WeLLNess CoALITIoN’s youTh VoLuNTeeR CoRps WITh DAN 
hINTz AT A sAN VICeNTe CReek WATeR MoNIToRING LoCATIoN. (GRIp phoTo)

SAN VICENTE CREEK MONITORING AND 
UPGRADES KEEP MOVING FORWARD
by Dan Hintz, AmeriCorps OSM/VISTA Staffer

 Summer and fall kept me busy: organizing and running events, 
building partnerships, and doing outreach and education. As part of the 
Western Hardrock Watershed Team, I’m working in concert with GRIP to 
educate the public about the importance of healthy watersheds and the 
impacts of legacy mines on our local water resources and community.  
 One of my main projects is the Silver City Watershed Keepers 
(SCWK).  The SCWK is a citizens’ environmental monitoring group that col-
lects data about the health of our watershed. During my term the SCWK 
has met three times to monitor water quality in San Vicente Creek at three 
different locations. Members of the group collect such valuable data as 
pH, temperature, conductivity, and dissolved oxygen. This helps gauge 
the health of the creek, which is impacted both by legacy mine sites and 
non-point-source pollution. The SCWK has fostered scientific literacy in 
the Silver City area by partnering successfully with the New Mexico En-
vironment Department Surface Water Quality Bureau, Down to Earth 
School, Aldo Leopold High School, and about 30 individual volunteers. I 
have worked with stakeholders to provide support for full clean-up of the 
San Vicente Tailings as part of the ONRT groundwater restoration plan (see 
separate article on this page). 
 The main reasons the SCWK was started were both to inform the 
public and to examine the effects of legacy mines in Silver City’s water-
shed. San Vicente Reduction Works, a mill site in operation until the 1940s, 
is a prime example of how abandooned mines impact local waterways. 
Heavy metals from the San Vicente Tailings wash into San Vicente Creek 
during monsoon rains, contaminating the stream, soil, and groundwater 
with pollutants that remain 70 years after the mill itself shut down. 
 Besides water monitoring, other activities along San Vicente 
Creek include trash clean-ups, trail development, and outdoor educa-
tion. The most recent clean-up was in November and involved nearly 70 
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 After years of revisions and delays, Freeport-Mc-
MoRan (FMI) has submitted a Mine Plan of Operation to the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for resumption of op-
erations and the removal of Hanover Mountain at the Cobre 
Mine. It is estimated that mining will begin in 2015 when 
permitting and construction of a new road are complete. 
 Residents in the Hanover area are being notified 
about the FMI plans to construct a haul road south from Co-
bre to the Chino Mine, where Hanover Mountain ore will be 
processed. Because small parcels of BLM land are involved, 
an Environment Assessment is necessary, with mandate 
public review and comment.

MINING UPDATE: FMI GOING 
AHEAD WITH PLAN TO RESUME 
OPERATIONS AT COBRE MINE
by Sally Smith, Director of Responsible Mining
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