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	 Since the 1983 signing of the La 
Paz Agreement, the U.S. and Mexico have 
cooperated on improving the quality of the 
environment in the border region. GRIP has 
been actively involved in the New Mexico-
Chihuahua Rural Task Force, a binational 
forum that facilitates environmental 
priority setting and implementation of 
projects to meet Border 2012 goals in 
southwestern New Mexico-northwestern 
Chihuahua. GRIP’s Executive Director, 
Allyson Siwik, serves as the U.S. Co-leader 
of the task force.  Over the past five years 
the Task Force has completed an inventory 
of scrap tire piles and cleaned up 6,000 
scrap tires from the region; developed 
an inventory of paved/unpaved roads 
and disturbed land that cause particulate 
matter air quality problems in Columbus-
Palomas; developed recommendations 
for dust control; provided workshops on 
alternatives for dust control and scrap tire 
management and disposal; established 
a binational water dialogue on Mimbres 
Basin groundwater issues; in partnership 
with NMSU created interactive maps of 
environmental quality data for the region; 
held a binational VIP water tour to identify 
and discuss shared water problems in the 
region; provided on-going support for  
environmental fairs; and in partnership 
with the Gila Conservation Education 
Center created environmental education 
(EE) trunks for each of the three priority 
environmental problems in the region 
and trained teachers to deliver the EE 
curricula in primary and secondary schools 
throughout the task force region.  
	 The Border 2012 Program recently 
awarded GRIP a grant to translate the Viva 
Verde Guide into Spanish and develop 
green business and energy efficiency 
resources for border communities 
in southwestern New Mexico.  In 
collaboration with the Community Action 
Agency of Southern New Mexico and 
the new Silver City/Grant County Office 
of Sustainability, the project will also 
conduct home energy audits and basic 
weatherization for low-income residences 
in Columbus, Deming and Lordsburg.  
Underemployed and unemployed youth 
from these communities will be selected 
to participate in a training program to 
conduct the audits and weatherization and 
will gain valuable skills and experience that 
can be used to obtain a job in the green 
workforce. This project will begin in late 
spring/early summer.
	 GRIP’s Executive Directorm 
Allyson Siwik, has also served for two years

	 The Good Neighbor Environmental Board released an advice letter to 
the Obama administration in December that offered a list of recommendations to 
mitigate environmental impacts from border fence infrastructure projects.  “While 
we recognize,” the letter stated, “that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
was mandated by Congress to rapidly build the border fence, and that the border 
fence has had some positive outcomes and is appropriate in targeted areas, the 
construction has caused negative impacts to natural and cultural resources.”  
Although construction of Normandy-style fencing in New Mexico’s Bootheel was 
cited as a positive outcome from the fence program, since it has impeded vehicle 
traffic while also allowing wildlife to cross the fence, the Board described a range of 
outcomes from border fence design, construction and maintenance that negatively 
impacted natural resources, such as loss of critical habitat for important species, 
fragmentation of wildlife corridors, erosion, and flooding, as well as damage to 
cultural resources and sacred sites.
	 The Board provided 12 recommendations to the administration, including 
a requirement that all border security infrastructure projects fully comply with 
the National Environmental Policy Act; monitor the entire fence and supporting 
infrastructure for effects resulting from its construction and develop actions to 
modify, redesign, or mitigate the negative outcomes realized or anticipated by the 
existing construction; and fully incorporate adequate environmental review, public 
participation, and scientific analysis into the design and implementation of all border 
security infrastructure projects.  To read the advice letter in full, visit http://www.epa.
gov/ocem/gneb/pdf/2009_1202_advise_letter.pdf .

on the Good Neighbor Environmental Board, an independent, non-partisan advisory 
committee that provides advice to the President and Congress on U.S.-Mexico border 
environmental and infrastructure issues.  Due out in June, the Board’s 13th report will discuss 
issues for immediate priority action that need to be addressed by the Obama administration 
in order to preserve and improve quality of life for border residents, such as provision of fresh 
water for human populations and for ecosystem protection; contamination of ground and 
surface sources of water; and contamination of air basins, especially along transportation 
corridors, at ports of entry, in binational border urban areas, and in some rural areas.
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APRIL 6 - Faux Finishes for Walls: Introduction to Natural Finishes - 10am to 2pm; hands-on 
class at Silver City’s Material Good with Elli Sorenson teaching techniques that use clay paints, latex paints, 
and glazes. Registration required; $25 fee plus materials to keep. Details at www.materialgood.com.

APRIL 6 - Open House at the GRIP Office - 4pm to 6pm; learn more about GRIP and meet our new 
VISTA member, Regina Willis. Hear details about GRIP’s newest project: to clean up the tailings along San 
Vicente Creek and support redevelopment of the San Vicente open-space corridor.

APRIL 11 - Growing in the Southwest - 10am to 3pm; workshop covering drylands gardening basics, 
selection, design, and seed starting. Free and open to the public, but space is limited and registration 
required. Lunch provided. Register or get info via 388.3343 or martha@guadalupemontessori.com.

APRIL 17 - The Soulful Landscape: A Writing Workshop with Singer/Songwriter Erica 
Wheeler - 9am to 12pm. Cost is $15; sponsored by GRIP, Esperanza Hills, Trails and Open Spaces Fund, and 
San Vicente Farms. Church of What’s Happening, 609 N. Alabama St., Silver City.

APRIL 24 - Silver City Earth Day Celebration at Penny Park - 10am to 2pm; kids’ hands-on 
activites, native plant sales, music, food, and entertainment, and collection of recyclables, including 
electronic waste. Vendors needed: contact Carolyn Smith at 575.388.2343.

APRIL 27 - Southwest NM Green Chamber of Commerce - 9am to 10:30am; coffee, pastries, and 
discussion of latest initiatives, including “buy local” campaign. Shevek & Company, Silver City.

APRIL 27 - AWSA Stakeholders Meeting - 9am; Grant County Administration Building, Silver City.
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