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	 Grant	 County	 Commissioner	 Gabriel	 Ramos	 has	 taken	 the	 lead	 in	
establishing	 the	 Southwestern	 County	 Commission	 Alliance	 (SWCCA)	 “to	
bring	 together	 the	 southwest	 New	 Mexico	 counties	 to	 address	 local	 issues	
with	federal,	state,	and	local	resource	agencies	in	planning	and	management	
regarding	 resource	 issues	and	opportunities	 in	order	 to	secure	and	protect	
the	health,	safety	and	welfare	of	the	citizens	within	the	SWCCA	authority.”	Un-
fortunately,	the	June	inaugural	meeting	of	the	group	was	marked	by	extreme	
rhetoric	and	encouraged	unlawful	acts	among	local	law	enforcement	officials	
to	oppose	the	Gila	National	Forest	Travel	Management	Plan	by	“cutting	locks	
on	gates”	on	roads	that	could	be	closed	by	the	GNF’s	proposed	plan.	Groups,	
such	as	Keep	Our	Forests	Open	(KOFO)	that	support	“violent	opposition”	to	
the	Travel	Management	Plan,	have	aligned	themselves	with	the	SWCCA.	Par-
ticipating	 counties	 in	 the	 SWCCA	 include	 Grant,	 Luna,	 Catron,	 Hidalgo	 and	
Sierra.	 In	 order	 to	 preserve	 our	 democratic	 process,	 we	 must	 demand	 that	
government	officials	support	rigorous	public	debate	and	create	the	space	for	
expression	of	all	points	of	view.

	 A	 sample	 letter	 that	 KOFO	 asks	 its	
members	 to	 send	 under	 their	 own	 signatures	
to	 county	 commissioners	 contends	 that	 “the	
Forest	 Service	 cannot	 document	 what	 they	
[sic]	 consider	 to	 be	 problems	 with	 motorized	
travel	in	the	Gila.	They	have	not	done	a	defini-
tive	study	to	realistically	support	the	policy	to	
close	the	roads	and	limit	the	camping	activities	
in	the	forest.	They	are	reacting	to	environmen-
tal	 activist’s	 [sic]	 threats,	 and	 are	 proceeding	
only	to	appease	the	activists.	If	you	let	the	en-
vironmental	 activist’s	 [sic]	 threats	 direct	 your	
policies,	then	the	majority	of	individuals	in	our	
county	 will	 have	 no	 access	 to	 the	 Gila	 .	 .	 .	 Are	
we	going	to	let	these	environmentalist	wackos	
dictate	policy	to	close	the	forest	to	most	users?”
	 In	 fact,	 the	 Gila	 National	 Forest	 con-
ducted	 a	 public	 review	 process	 and	 reviewed	
2,000	public	comments	on	their	proposal.	The	
GNF’s	 preferred	 alternative	 would	 leave	 open	
3,300	miles	of	road	and,	contrary	to	the	asser-
tions	of	KOFO,	100%	of	the	forest	would	remain	
accessible.	 The	 only	 differences	 are	 that	 after	
implementation,	drivers	will	be	required	to	stay	
on	roads,	except	in	designated	camping	areas,	
and	that	some	unnecessary	and	harmful	roads	
will	be	closed.	The	GNF	is	still	in	the	process	of	
reviewing	public	input	and	is	expected	to	make	
a	final	decision	in	early	2013.
	 GRIP—along	with	the	Upper	Gila	Wa-
tershed	Alliance,	Sierra	Club,	and	the	New	Mex-
ico	 Wilderness	 Alliance—are	 very	 concerned	
about	 the	 extreme	 rhetoric	 and	 apparent	 en-
dorsement	by	groups	of	“violent	opposition”	to	
the	 GNF	 Travel	 Management	 Plan	 and	 incite-
ment	to	commit	such	unlawful	acts	as	lock-cut-
ting	on	gates.
	 This	is	not	the	first	 instance	of	use	of	
extreme	 rhetoric	 surrounding	 travel	 manage-
ment	 issues	 in	 Grant	 County.	 At	 an	 anti-Travel	
Management	 Plan	 rally	 organized	 in	 2011	 by	
Rep.	 Steve	 Pearce,	 Marita	 Noon,	 executive	 di-
rector	 of	 the	 Citizens’	 Alliance	 for	 Responsible	
Energy,	 called	 environmentalists	 “watermel-
ons,”	 because,	 she	 said	 “they’re	 green	 on	 the	
outside	and	red	on	the	inside”	and	“it’s	all	about	
control	 to	 them.	 And	 that’s	 why	 I	 say,	 ‘Smash	
the	watermelons,	smash	the	watermelons.’”	The	
several	hundred	attendees	of	the	rally	chanted	
along	with	her.	“Smash	the	watermelons”	bum-
per	stickers	were	also	hawked	at	the	event.
	 We	strongly	urge	Grant	County	com-
missioner	 Gabriel	 Ramos	 and	 other	 members	
of	 the	SWCCA	to	support	 the	democratic	pro-
cess	 by	 resolving	 to	 follow	 principles	 of	 civil	
discourse	 that	 will	 enable	 rigorous	 public	 de-
bate	that	includes	freedom	of	expression	for	all	
points	 of	 view.	 Encouraging	 violence	 to	 solve	
society’s	problems	is	contrary	to	the	foundation	
of	our	country’s	democracy	and	serves	only	to	
intimidate	those	with	alternative	viewpoints.

P L E A S E  AC T  TO DAY :
	 Contact	your	county	commissioners	and	encourage	them	to	support	
democracy	by	requiring	that	basic	principles	of	civil	discourse	are	followed	in	
commission	meetings	including	those	of	the	SWCCA,	such	as	inviting	and	en-
couraging	a	variety	of	perspectives,	refraining	from	name	calling	and	making	
statements	 which	 characterize	 as	 evil	 those	 with	 differing	 views,	 and	 refrain-
ing	from	engaging	in	any	speech	or	activity	that	involves	intimidation,	bigotry,	
threat,	hate	or	instigation	of	illegal	acts.

GRANT COUNTY:

		Gabriel	Ramos,	Comm.	Dist.	1	-	575.574.0021,	gramos@grantcountynm.com
		Brett	Kasten,	Comm.	Dist.	2	-	575.574.0022,	bakasten@grantcountynm.com
		Christy	Miller,	Comm.	Dist.	3	-	575.574.0023,	cmiller@grantcountynm.com
	
HIDALGO COUNTY:

		Richard	Chaires	-	575.542.9080,	farmers809@hotmail.com
		Ed	Kerr	-	575.313.2606,	edkerr52@gmail.com
		Darr	Shannon	-	575.313.0554,	shortcom@hotmail.com

LUNA COUNTY:

  Joe	“Oleo”	Milo,	Comm.	Dist.	1	-	575.546.0494,	joe_milo@lunacountynm.us
		Jay	Spivey,	Commissioner	Dist.	2	-	575.546.0494,	jay_spivey@lunacountynm.us	
		Javier	Diaz,	Comm.	Dist.	3	-	575.936.6446,	rjavier_diaz@lunacountynm.us	

CATRON COUNTY:

		Richard	McGuire,	Comm.	Dist.	1	-	575.772.2586,	richardmcguire@gilanet.com
		Glyn	Griffin,	Commissioner	Dist.	2	-	575.533.6360,	starkweather@gilanet.com
		Hugh	B.	McKeen,	Commissioner	Dist.	3	-	575.539.2733,	mmckeen@gilanet.com	

SIERRA COUNTY:

		Bobby	Allen,	Commissioner	Dist.	1	-	575.894.6215
		Walter	Armijo,	Commissioner	Dist.	2	-	575.894.6215,	waltera@windstream.net	
		Alvin	Campbell,	Comm.	Dist.	3	-	575.894.6215,	ccdistrict3@sierracountynm.gov

AC T I O N  A L E RT :

TELL YOUR COUNTY COMMISSION TO OPPOSE 
VIOLENCE AND SUPPORT CIVIL DISCOURSE


