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2nd annual big ditch day a big hit

by Richard Mahler, Newsletter Editor

 A break in monsoon rains and sunshine greeted 
participants on July 21 for the second annual Big Ditch Day 
celebration, organized by GRIP and Silver City MainStreet 
along Silver City’s San Vicente Creek. Activities included a 
Monsoon Puppet Theatre parade down Bullard Street, live 
music by area performers, arts and crafts vending, informa-
tion dispensing by area non-profit groups, local food sales, 
and the dedication of interpretive signage on the east bank 
of the creek at the Visitors Center. Children were invited to 
help paint a commemorative banner and to make masks and 
puppets.
 During the morning, GRIP hosted a water-quality 
monitoring session along the creek involving the Silver City 
Watershed Keepers. Volunteers evaluated the San Vicente’s 
pH, conductivity, and other key attributes as part of the 
group’s ongoing study of the potential impacts of non-point-
source pollution within its watershed.
 Dave Menzie of the New Mexico Environment De-
partment’s Surface Water Quality Bureau guided hikers along 

San Vicente Creek, 
telling the story of 
how the Big Ditch 
was formed. The 
streambed was cut to 
about 55 feet below 
street grade during a 
series of severe sum-
mer floods between 
1896 and 1906. The 
deluges wiped out 
every building ex-
cept one that lined 
Main Street—which 
then fronted the west 
side of the creek—as 
a result of develop-
ment, overgrazing, 

and excessive woodcutting on area lands. The section of 
the San Vicente through downtown was nicknamed “the Big 
Ditch” after the Panama Canal, which was being built at that 
time and had earned the same sobriquet. The channel was 
stabilized from 1906 through the 1950s and in 1977 became 
the shady greenbelt now dubbed Big Ditch Park.
 New to Big Ditch Day this year was a Makers Fair, in 
which individuals were invited to display their contraptions, 
innovations, inventions, and kinetic sculptures.
 “Flood of Innovation” was the theme of the 2012 
Monsoon Puppet Theatre parade, which was followed by a 
monsoon-themed giant puppet play in Big Ditch Park below 
Kelly Street. As an adjunct to these activities, a Silver City 
Museum exhibit entitled The Flood Season: How Silver City’s 
Main Street Became the Big Ditch re-opened at the museum’s 
Broadway location. The celebration concluded at 2 p.m. with 
the unveiling of the new Big Ditch Centennial Legacy sig-
nage next to the Big Ditch on the northwest corner of the 
Murray Ryan Visitors Center.

Dave Menzie leaDs hikers along the Big 
Ditch. (claire catlett photo)

 Since joining GRIP in March I have hit the ground running 
facilitating activities of the Grant County Trails Group (GCTG). As its 
chairperson, I’m in charge of organizing GCTG projects for trail devel-
opment and improvement, which are an integral part of Silver City’s 
trail network and open spaces. 
 The partnership between GRIP and the GCTG is linked in 
their shared vision for the improved health and quality of life of the 
Grant County community. GCTG works closely with the Town of Silver 
City’s Community Development Department and Silver City Main-
Street, along with various local public health, environmental, and 
community development agencies as well as community groups 
dedicated to revitalizing the Silver City/Grant County area through 
trails and open space development.
 The GCTG supports interconnected trails throughout Grant 
County and within Silver City. Currently, the GCTG is focused on de-
veloping a “Big Ditch Master Plan” for a complete trail system that will 
join pathways along Pinos Altos, Silva, and San Vicente Creeks in Sil-
ver City. The goal of the Master Plan Steering Committee is “to estab-
lish an interconnected greenway corridor and pathway system that 
promotes health, social, and economic opportunities for the citizens 
and visitors of Silver City and Grant County.” Led by Charlie Deans 
of the Albuquerque- and Tucson-based Community By Design, the 
project brings together a collaborative team of community and ur-
ban planners, landscape designers, ecologists, permaculturalists, GIS 
analysts, and community members.
 The Master Plan Steering Committee for the Silver City trail 
system has outlined a strategy for community involvement that in-
cludes the following six steps: to develop a plan report that will be 
prepared for adoption by the Town of Silver City; an outline for the 
Master Plan, land uses, design elements, and strategies for imple-
mentation; a schematic design of features and elements; trail and ac-
cess guidelines, preliminary engineering solutions and infrastructure 
improvements; financial incentives and funding sources; and a pre-
sentation for use by the Town staff in public presentations. When a 
draft is complete, the proposed Master Plan will be presented to the 
public and Silver City’s Town Council. 
 GCTG is now distributing a trail-use survey for the San Vi-
cente Creek Trail near Silver City’s downtown. The purpose of the 
survey is to collect information that will contribute to improving the 
trail. GCTG plans to take the results of the survey and a related peti-
tion directly to Silver City’s Town Council in order to make a convinc-
ing case for development of a comprehensive trails and open space 
system. Without an active Parks and Recreation Department, the 
GCTG is the primary organization coordinating and advocating for 
trails and open space in our community.
 Please fill out the GCTG survey at https://www.research.
net/s/sanvicentetrail. Your participation in the survey is needed in or-
der to impress upon our local government and community members 
the need to take action now that supports our trails and open spaces.
 If you are interested in joining the Grant County Trails 
Group, the next meeting is Thursday, September 6, from 12 noon 
to 1 p.m. at the Grant County Community Health Council. You are 
invited to contact me about GCTG via claire@gilaresources.info or 
575.538.8078.

by Claire Catlett, OSM/AmeriCorps VISTA Staffer

BLAZING NEW TRAILS
...with the Grant County Trails Group


