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ONRT RECEIVES 17 RESTORaTION pROpOSaLS

 The Copper Rule Advisory Committee (CRAC), created to advise 
the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) on appropriate ground-
water quality regulations for new and existing copper mines, has officially 
completed its task. 
 Since January, the CRAC and a Technical Group have been meet-
ing once each month for three days of presentations and discussions while 
drafting and editing a new set of water quality regulations for the copper 
mining industry. I have attended these meetings as an Advisory Committee 
member, accompanied by GRIP consultant, mine engineer and reclamation 
specialist Jim Kuipers as well as GRIP attorney Bruce Frederick of the New 
Mexico Environmental Law Center. Amigos Bravos attends as a stakeholder.
 Public hearings originally anticipated for late August have been 
delayed with the expectation that the Water Quality Control Commission 
(WQCC) will grant the Copper Rules process an additional month in order 
to finalize a draft document for public review.

by Richard Mahler, Newsletter Editor

SOUTHWESTERN COUNTY 
COMMISSION aLLIaNCE FORMS 
TO FIGHT THE FEDS ON 
NaTURaL RESOURCE ISSUES

by Allyson Siwik, Executive Director

 In July, the NM Office of the Natural Resources Trustee (ONRT) 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) received 17 wildlife restoration 
project proposals that would compensate the public for wildlife and wild-
life habitat damages that occurred at the Freeport-McMoRan (FCX) Chino, 
Cobre, and Tyrone mines.  
 Bird carcasses were discovered in 2000 at Phelps Dodge (now 
FCX) PLS ponds, tailings ponds, and stormwater retention basins at the 
Chino, Tyrone, and Morenci mines. A preliminary assessment of natural re-
sources injuries caused by hazardous releases at the mines lead to a natu-
ral resources damage claim against Phelps Dodge. The claim found that 
hazardous releases from the mines injured groundwater and wildlife and 
wildlife habitat primarily for birds. The groundwater damages were settled 
in 2010 for $13 million and a groundwater restoration plan finalized in Jan-
uary. A wildlife damages settlement valued at $5.5 million was reached in 
February and restoration project proposals solicited and accepted in July. 
 GRIP, along with its partners Upper Gila Watershed Alliance and 
the Center for Biological Diversity, submitted a proposal to acquire the 
6000-acre Double E Ranch for conservation of valuable riparian habitat 
along Bear Creek, a tributary to the Gila River. If selected and implemented, 
the Bureau of Land Management would assume ownership and responsi-
bility for management of the property. Other proposed projects include 
acquisition of properties along the Gila River for conservation and restora-
tion of riparian habitat by The Nature Conservancy, grassland and riparian 
restoration of Burro Cienega, and acquisition and riparian restoration at 
the River Ranch adjacent to City of Rocks State Park. The ONRT and USFWS 
are currently evaluating project proposals and expect to release a draft res-
toration plan for public review and comment by the end of the year.

MINING UpDaTE: DELaY OF pROpOSED NEW RULES 
FOR COppER MINES, CLOSURE RENEWaLS, aND MORE

by Sally Smith, Director of Responsible Mining

 An organization of southwestern New Mexico 
county officials was formed this summer with the appar-
ent intention, in major part, of asking federal authorities 
to coordinate public lands management with local gov-
ernments, notably the management of roads within De-
partment of Agriculture-administered national forests.
 The organizational meeting of the Southwest-
ern County Commission Alliance (SWCCA) was arranged 
by Grant County Commissioner Gabriel Ramos and held 
in Silver City on Wednesday, June 27. According to pub-
lished reports, Ramos cited roads, water, payments in lieu 
of taxes, and economic development as among issues of 
common concern to area counties. The group adopted a 
joint powers agreement between representatives of six 
southern New Mexico counties and a resolution protest-
ing the closure of U.S. Forest Service roads. There was also 
discussion of possible future SWCCA resolutions protest-
ing local actions related to the Endangered Species Act 
and involving conservation of the Mexican wolf and Mex-
ican spotted owl.
 The creation of the SWCCA coincides with the 
recent emergence of a “constitutional sheriffs’ rights” 
movement in New Mexico and a few other states that has 
prompted some sheriffs to threaten with arrest those fed-
eral agents who try to enforce federal acts perceived as 
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