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	 As	 a	 nonprofit	 organization	 with	
limited	 funds,	 GRIP	 depends	 on	 volun-
teers—and	 is	 extremely	 grateful	 for	 their	
contributions.	 In	 recent	 years	 a	 key	 source	
of	volunteer	 labor	and	talent	has	been	the	
Green	 Sanctuary	 Program	 of	 Silver	 City’s	
Unitarian	Universalist	congregation.
	 “We	 have	 affiliated	 with	 and	
helped	 GRIP	 on	 a	 number	 of	 projects,”	 ex-
plains	 Carol	 Morrison,	 a	 Green	 Sanctuary	
member	who	moved	to	Silver	City	ten	years	
ago	and	has	volunteered	in	the	community	
almost	 full-time	 ever	 since.	 For	 GRIP,	 Mor-
rison	 has	 coordinated	 sales	 of	 fund-raising	
merchandise	such	as	T-shirts	and	memora-
bilia	during	the	Gila	River	Festival.	She	also	
has	staffed	 information	tables	at	 the	Farm-
ers	Market,	Earth	Day,	and	other	events.
	 Morrison,	 who	 retired	 12	 years	
ago	from	a	career	in	Texas	assisting	in	edu-
cation	programs	for	deaf	children,	says	the	
UU’s	 local	Green	Sanctuary	committee	was	
launched	 nearly	 three	 years	 ago	 and	 now	
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an	 environmental	 group	 comprised	 of	
older	 women	 who	 defend	 natural	 re-
sources	of	the	West.	Morrison	turns	65	in	
the	coming	year	and	plans	to	scale	back	
her	volunteering	“in	order	to	work	on	me	
and	my	house.”
	 “Green	 Sanctuary	 volunteers	
are	an	integral	part	of	the	success	of	our	
events,”	said	Allyson	Siwik,	GRIP’s	Execu-
tive	 Director.	 “We	 thank	 them	 for	 their	
support.”
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critical	to	sustaining	a	vibrant	economy,	cre-
ating	jobs	and	improving	the	quality	of	life	
for	all	New	Mexicans.	The	state’s	clean-ener-
gy	sector	grew	at	an	outstanding	pace	over	
the	past	10	years,	creating	jobs	and	tackling	
climate	change.	During	the	recent	economic	
downturn,	reclamation	workers	at	Freeport-
McMoRan’s	 copper	 mines	 in	 Grant	 County	
were	 cleaning	 up	 and	 reclaiming	 tailings	
piles,	 while	 hundreds	 of	 their	 colleagues	
engaged	in	active	mining	were	laid	off.	De-
pendent	 upon	 our	 clean	 environment	 and	
natural,	 unsullied	 landscapes,	 the	 outdoor	
recreation	 industry	 contributes	 $3.8	 billion	
annually	 to	 New	 Mexico’s	 economy.	 These	
examples	demonstrate	how	environmental	
quality	and	jobs	go	hand-in-hand	to	create	
sustainable	communities.
	 In	order	to	hold	onto	the	environ-
mental	 quality	 successes	 achieved	 to	 date,	
GRIP	will	work	with	its	partners	in	the	Envi-
ronmental	 Alliance	 of	 New	 Mexico,	 coordi-
nated	by	Conservation	Voters	New	Mexico-
Education	Fund,	 to	defeat	expected	efforts	
to	 roll	 back	 state	 environmental	 laws.	 As	
of	press	time,	bills	have	been	pre-filed	that	
would	 eliminate	 the	 PRC	 and	 Game	 Com-
mission	and	shift	authority	for	groundwater	
protection	 from	 NMED	 to	 EMNRD,	 the	 de-
partment	 in	charge	of	development	of	our	
natural	 resources,	 thus	 creating	 a	 conflict	
of	 interest.	 GRIP	 is	 particularly	 concerned	
about	 bills	 intended	 to	 weaken	 the	 state’s	
Water	Quality	Act	which	would	have	serious	
implications	 for	 protecting	 water	 quality	
from	mining	activities	here	in	Grant	County.	
Please	sign	up	for	GRIP’s	e-mail	alerts	or	see	
our	new	Facebook	page	(see	page	2)	if	you’d	
like	 to	keep	posted	on	 important	 activities	
in	this	upcoming	legislative	session.	We’ll	be	
sending	out	action	alerts	when	we	need	you	
to	lend	your	support	on	critical	issues.
	 The	Gila	Conservation	Coalition,	of	
which	GRIP	is	a	partner,	will	lead	the	charge	
at	the	state	level	to	protect	the	free-flowing	
Gila	 as	 New	 Mexico	 decides	 if	 it	 will	 divert	

boasts	 48	 members.	 Green	 Sanctuary,	
operating	 previously	 as	 Ministry	 for	
Earth,	provides	a	framework	for	congre-
gants	“to	proclaim	and	live	out	their	com-
mitment”	to	nurturing	our	planet.	It	is	de-
signed,	according	to	the	UU	website,	“to	
give	 roots	 and	 wings	 to	 the	 vision	 that,	
together,	we	can	create	a	world	in	which	
people	 make	 reverence,	 gratitude,	 and	
care	for	the	living	Earth.”
	 Another	 Green	 Sanctuary	
member,	 Marta	 Goodman,	 coordinated	
volunteers	 for	 GRIP’s	 Viva	 Verde	 Expo	
2009,	 while	 the	 group	 as	 a	 whole	 helps	
GRIP	with	public	education	events,	news-
letter	mailings,	and	the	annual	Gila	River	
Festival.	 The	 Sanctuary	 also	 carried	 out	
a	“green”	 audit	 of	 the	 UU’s	 building	 and	
membership	 in	 Silver	 City	 that	 resulted	
in	making	the	facility	and	its	congregants	
more	Earth-friendly	in	their	use	of	energy	
and	materials.
	 “We	 have	 succeeded	 in	 reduc-
ing	our	carbon	footprint,”	says	Morrison,	
citing	 such	 actions	 as	 changing	 from	
incandescent	 to	 CFL	 light	 bulbs.	 “Even	
little	 things	 help.”	 For	 the	 Gila	 Conser-
vation	 Education	 Center,	 Morrison	 has	
lent	 a	 hand	 in	 cleaning	 up	 San	 Vicente	
Creek,	 which	 passes	 a	 block	 away	 from	
her	home,	one	of	the	oldest	in	Silver	City.	
More	recently,	she	participated	in	found-
ing	 a	 local	 chapter	 of	 Great	 Old	 Broads,	

the	 river’s	 water.	 GCC’s	 common-sense	 ap-
proach	for	meeting	our	future	water	needs,	
while	keeping	the	Gila	running	free,	includes	
such	 cost-effective	 measures	 as	 municipal	
and	 agricultural	 conservation	 and	 sustain-
able	 use	 of	 groundwater	 supplies.	 Sign	 up	
for	GCC’s	e-mail	list	or	Facebook	page	to	stay	
on	top	of	the	latest	in	this	critical	fight.
	 The	Conservation	Voters	New	Mex-
ico	Education	Fund	(CVNM-EF)	has	a	new	ef-
fort	to	keep	our	state	legislators	accountable	
for	 protecting	 New	 Mexico’s	 environment	
and	public	health.	CVNM-EF	launched	a	new	
website	 that	 tracks	 the	 responses	 of	 state	
legislators	 to	 a	 pledge	 to	 protect	 our	 envi-
ronment.	The	 Pledge	 to	 Protect	 New	 Mexi-
co,	 sent	 to	 all	 70	 state	 representatives	 and	
representatives-elect	 along	 with	 42	 state	
senators,	affirms	that	the	signee	agrees	not	
to	weaken	any	existing	environmental	pro-
tections	 in	 our	 state.	 According	 to	 CVNM-
EF,	the	purpose	of	the	Pledge	is	to	educate	
voters	 about	 “environmental	 rollbacks”	 or	
legislation	that	weakens	environmental	pro-
tections.	 The	 Pledge	 also	 encourages	 state	
legislators	to	recognize	that	strong	environ-
mental	 policies	 are	 critical	 to	 maintaining	
our	quality	of	 life,	health,	and	unique	 land-
scapes.
	 Visit	 the	 Legislative	 Pledge	 web-
site,	 www.cvnmef.org/pledge,	 to	 find	 out	
which	 state	 legislators	 have	 signed	 the	
Pledge.	 At	 press	 time,	 our	 southwest	 New	
Mexico	representatives	had	not.
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